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JOURNAL OF L I Q U I D  CHROMATOGRAPHY, 5 (1) , 187 (1982) 

BOOK REVIEW 

"OPTIMIZATION I N  HPLC", R.  E. Kaiser & E. Oelr ich;  D r .  
Alfred Huthig Verlag, Heidelberg,  1981, 278 pp.,  
USS33.00. 

This volume i s  recomended f o r  chromatographers who 
want t o  apply HPLC more e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of 
a n a l y t i c a l  problems. 
t i o n ,  t r e a t e d  as a balance between t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  

The f i r s t  p a r t  d e a l s  w i t h  optimiza- 

- ana lys i s  t i m e  
-sample loading 
-sep 'n  e f f i c i e n c y  and v a l i d i t y .  

The t reatment  i s  e x c e l l e n t ,  covering such t o p i c s  as separa- 
t i o n  e f f i c i e n c y ,  eva lua t ion  of experimental  d a t a ,  t h e  prac- 
t i ca l  meaning of va r i ance ,  dead time and volume, H/u 
curves ,  op t imiza t ion  of materials using HPTLC, t h e  t r a n s -  
f e r  func t ion  f o r  TLC-to-LC, mechanical op t imiza t ion ,  and 
more. 

P a r t  two, although i n t e r e s t i n g  and u s e f u l ,  doesn ' t  
seem t o  belong i n  t h i s  monograph. 
f i c  device,  " t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  c a s s e t t e  system," and r eads  
l i k e  an instruction/applications manual f o r  t h e  device.  
Its f e a t u r e s  and b e n e f i t s  and methods of a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  
descr ibed i n  f i n e  d e t a i l .  I t 's  unfo r tuna te  t h a t  t h e  
au tho r s  decided t o  occupy 86 pages (more than  30% of t h e  
t o t a l )  of t h i s  otherwise e x c e l l e n t  monograph i n  t h i s  
manner. It  almost seems as though i t  w a s  done because 
t h e r e  w a s  no o t h e r  p l ace  t o  pub l i sh  t h i s  " i n s t r u c t i o n  
manual. I'  For many r e a d e r s  , however , t h e  remaining 70% 
w i l l  probably be worth t h e  p r i c e  of t h e  e n t i r e  volume. 

It d e a l s  w i th  a speci-  
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